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written it. Again, it is said that the early part of chap. r2 cannot be 
applied to the birth of Jesus, for that was long past when the Apoca- 
lypse was written, and the Apocalypse has to do with the future only. 
It must, therefore, have referred originally to the coming of the Mes- 
siah, and have been a Jewish picture. And this view is thought to be 
strengthened by the fact that this chapter says nothing of the life and 
death of Jesus, but represents the Messiah as caught up to heaven 
while a child. But we can hardly affirm that an apocalypse can have 
no picture out of the past, nor can we say that the writer, if a Chris- 
tian, would have referred here to the life and death of Jesus, for a 
Christian might certainly present, as this passage seems to do, the 
thought that God watches over his Messiah. 

In regard to these chapters the author leaves us in a difficult situa- 
tion. For he says the thought cannot have come from a Christian, 
but he does not explain why a Christian should have adopted thoughts 
which were wholly foreign to him. 

The author's exegesis of the Apocalypse is, on the whole, better 
than one might expect from his treatment of the question of its origin. 
He regards the book as dealing with principles rather than specific 
events, and hence holds it to be a book for all times. The spirit of his 
Instructions is earnest and devout. 

But there is one important point in which the book is open to criti- 
cism, and that is its failure to explain the symbolism of the Apocalypse 
in harmony with that Jewish literature, especially the later Old Testa- 
ment prophets, on which it is so constantly dependent. This failure is 
the more noticeable since the author, in illustrating his thought and 
carrying home his lessons, makes large use of the Scriptures. 

George H. Gilbert. 
Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, 111. 

The Revelation of Jesus. A Study of the Primary Sources 
of Christianity. By George Holley Gilbert, Ph.D., D.D., 
Professor of New Testament Literature and Interpretation 
in Chicago Theological Seminary. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co., 1899. Pp. xi + 375. $1.25. 

The subject of this book is the teaching of Jesus. On the score 
of precision this would have been a better title than that chosen by the 
author, both because the phrase "revelation of Jesus" is ambiguous 
(revelation made by Jesus ? or revelation of which he is the subject ?) 
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and because, if the phrase is taken in the former meaning, it seems to 
limit the revelation of God made by our Lord to his words, overlook- 
ing that made in his person. To find a suggestion of such limitation 
in the title would be to do injustice to the author, who plainly holds 
that the gospels contain, to use his own words (p. 238) "a perfect 
embodiment of the revelation in the person of the Redeemer " (cf. 
p. 245). " In John, then, as little as in the synoptists, does Jesus ever 
separate between the verbal and the personal revelation of the Father." 

We may conjecture that our author was so deeply impressed with 
the conviction that the words of Jesus are elements of divine revela- 
tion in a sense not to be affirmed of any other human utterances that 
he determined to express this conviction in his title at the cost of a 
certain loss of accuracy. Certainly his book must have been written 
under a deep sense of the surpassing value of the Master's words. Its 
simplicity and clearness, its entire freedom from pedantry and intel- 
lectual formalism, reveal a mind penetrated and informed by the teach- 
ing which it reproduces. The book has a freshness and an interesting 
quality rare among treatises of this kind. 

In respect to form it more closely resembles Wendt's Teaching 
of Jesus than any of the other works covering the same ground, though 
it is not slavishly dependent upon that book. Like Wendt, Professor 
Gilbert finds the central thought of Jesus' teaching in his conception 
of the divine Fatherhood. Like Wendt, too, he compares the Johan- 
nean representation of the Master's teaching with that given by the 
synoptists point by point. 

Some of Dr. Gilbert's conclusions respecting topics much discussed 
of late may be briefly referred to. The phrases " Son of God" and 
" Son of Man," used by Jesus, both denote " Messiah." Jesus did not 
at any time intend to set up an earthly kingdom. It is probable that 
" Jesus had from the beginning of his ministry seen that his way 
would be one of suffering" (p. 251). Christ enjoined upon his dis- 
ciples the observance of the Lord's Supper (p. 268). The personality 
of the Spirit " is everywhere assumed in the teaching of Jesus " (p. 305). 
Christ used the term "parousia" in two senses, meaning first the fruit- 
ful preaching of the gospel after Pentecost (p. 325), and secondly (by 
a figurative use of language), " the consummation of the age " (p. 330). 
Jesus believed that there was no other judgment than that passed at 
death on each believer (p. 335). All the unrighteous suffer unending 
pain from the moment of death (p. 352). The limits of this notice 
forbid discussion of any of the author's positions. Dissent from 
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several of them may be briefly indicated. The statement of p. 334, 
" .... in no passage regarding the so-called final judgment is there 
the slightest intimation that it concerns more than a single generation, 
that is, the generation which is then on the earth," can hardly be 
reconciled with Matt, n : 22 : "It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment than for you." On p. 348 it is sug- 
gested that these words are " rhetorical allusions." But did our Lord 
use rhetoric of this sort ? That the sudden coming of the Son of Man 
which should be like the lightning, the flood, the rain of fire upon 
Sodom, meant the fruitful preaching of the gospel seems excluded by 
these figures describing it, and by the retributions which Jesus con- 
nected with it. 

Our author, like Dr. Wendt, fails to find preexistence ascribed to 
Jesus in the Christ- speeches of the fourth gospel. The interpretation 
of John 8: 58 and 17 : 5 which he presents and elaborately defends 
seems to me one which will fail to give permanent satisfaction either 
to the student of exegesis or the plain reader. But my more cautious 
use of the fourth gospel as a source for the teaching of Jesus would 
remove consideration of these passages from the discussion of Jesus' 
teaching concerning his person. 

Edward Y. Hincks. 

Andover Theological Seminary, 
Andover, Mass. 



Jesus und das Alte Testament, in ihrer gegenseitigen Bezeu- 
gung. Zwei Vortrage auf theologischen Kursen gehalten 
von Theodor Walker, Pfarrer in Kochersteinsfeld. Giiters- 
loh: C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp. viii-f 132. M. 1.80. 

The relation of Jesus and the Old Testament to each other is a 
question of the highest moment to all Christian scholars. The Old 
Testament is permeated by the Messianic element, and on the other 
hand Jesus makes constant reference and appeal to the Old Testament. 
Our author seeks in his first lecture to show, by an examination of the 
utterances of Jesus, that the modern critical theories concerning the 
origin and composition of the Old Testament are utterly opposed to 
the teachings of Jesus. The Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, the 
accuracy of the historical records, the genuineness of Daniel, and, 
indeed, practically the entire " traditional " theory of the Old Testa- 
ment are vouched for by Jesus Christ, and consequently are matters of 
faith for the Christian, lying outside the domain of criticism. 



